Common VI Commands

In command mode:

i – insert text to the left of the current cursor location

I – Insert text to the left of the current line

a – append text to the right of the cursor

A – Append text to the end of the current line

R – Replace (type over) existing text

o – open a new line below the current line and move the cursor there

O – Open a new line above the current line and move the cursor there

<esc> returns vi to command mode

:w – save

:q – quit

:wq – save and quit

:q! – quit without saving changes

:w newfilename – saves changes to a newfile called newfilename

arrows can be used or:

h – move one space left

j – move one space down

k – move one space up

l – move one space right

Also space, backspace, -, and return can be used to move right, left, up, and down.

J – join 2 lines together

x – delete one character

dd – delete entire line

ndd – (where n is any positive integer) delete n lines.  

u – undo

U – Undo any changes made to current line

Dw – delete word

$ - goes to end of line

0 – beginning of line

/ - finds text


/hello 


the cursor will move to the place where the word, hello, is located.  / again will search for hello again in the file

? – searches backwards through the file from the cursor location


? again will search for more

:%s/old/new/g – 


% - all lines of file be examined


s – substitute


old – old text that you want replace


new – new text


g – global

this will replace all occurrences of old with new.

7G – goes to the 7th line of the file

G – goes to the bottom of the file

9- - jumps back 9 lines from current position

5+ - jumps forward 5 lines from current position

:se nu – sets numbers

:set nonu – removes lines numbers – Set No Number

“a4yy – yanks – copies the 4 lines of text places them in the named buffer “a

“ap – retrieves it – puts a copy of the contents of the named buffer “a into the work buffer

:e filename – switches to edit file filename
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